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Background
Senate Majority Leader Mike Shirkey recently introduced two new bills – Senate Bills 597 & 598, which attempt to 
reboot and expand the failed “Section 298” effort of several years ago. This legislation would privatize all Medicaid 
mental health services by giving full financial control and oversight to for-profit insurance companies. 

The Community Mental Health Association of Michigan (CMHA) launched a public relations campaign in opposition of 
these bills. Lambert has developed a social media toolkit for CMHA to share with its members to support this effort. 
The following toolkit includes social media graphics and suggested copy for members to share on their own social 
media platforms. The posts are written for Facebook, where CMHA currently has social media ads running. However, 
we encourage each member to edit the copy for other platforms you see fit. 

The recommended timeline for posting is February 2022 through April 2022. 

Best Practices & Recommendations
• To preserve high-quality graphics, please download the original graphics from this link: 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/czrz7eduzahylde/AAD4hqtrvD38VXo88M-bUCx3a?dl=0
• When possible, feel encouraged to tag the Community Mental Health Association in your social posts
• You might receive negative comments. If so, we recommend taking the conversation offline by private messaging 

the person to address their concerns
• Consider posting during optimized times for your social pages. Other best times across the industry include 

around noon or late in the evening 7 p.m. – 8 p.m.

Following are the social media posts with image and copy suggestions. Thank you. 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/czrz7eduzahylde/AAD4hqtrvD38VXo88M-bUCx3a?dl=0
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Facebook copy 
Senate Bills 597 & 598 are currently being 
discussed in the Michigan State Senate. We 
wanted to share some information on what 
these bills do and do not do. 

While they do integrate funding for mental 
health services, they also give oversight of 
services to for-profit companies outside of 
Michigan. Michigan’s people are important. We 
should make these decisions that impact mental 
health care together. 
Visit https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy to learn 
more.

https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy
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Facebook copy 

Senate Bills 597 & 598 are currently being 
discussed in the Michigan State Senate. We 
wanted to share some information on what these 
bills do and do not do. 

While they do integrate funding for mental health 
services, they also give oversight of services to for-
profit companies outside of Michigan. Michigan’s 
people are important. We should make these 
decisions that impact mental healthcare together. 
Visit https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy to learn more.

https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy%C2%A0
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Facebook copy
1. More than 100 Michigan-based 

organizations are standing up to oppose 
Senate Bills 597 & 598. To join in 
opposition, sign our petition at 
https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy

https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy
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Facebook copy
More than 100 Michigan-based groups 
including the Michigan Sherriff’s Association, 
the Michigan Association of Counties, over 30 
board of county commissioners, over 50 
mental health providers and judicial, school-
based organizations are standing up to 
oppose Senate Bills 597 & 598. To join in 
opposition, sign our petition at 
https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy

https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy
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Facebook copy
Senate Bills 597 & 598 give more power 
over services to for-profit insurance 
companies that have limited experience in 
serving persons with mental health needs. 
In fact, a recent poll commissioned by the 
Community Mental Health Association of 
Michigan and conducted by third-party EPIC 
MRA showed 76% of Michigan voters are 
concerned that private, for-profit health 
plans, do not have a good track record in 
treating patients with mental health needs 
and fear they will make matters worse. To 
learn more about the dangers of these bills 
visit: https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy

https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy
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Facebook copy
Senate Bills 597 & 598 are not right for 
Michiganders. Solutions must get at the root 
cause and address the areas of greatest need. 
This includes increasing overall access to care, 
adding more local providers, strengthening the 
workforce, and increasing inpatient care 
opportunities. To learn more, please visit 
https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy

https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy
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Facebook copy 
A new poll commissioned by the Community 
Mental Health Association of Michigan and 
conducted by third-party EPIC MRA found 
that nearly 4 times as many Michiganders are 
less likely to support their legislator if 
they support the privatization of mental 
health services for Medicaid patients. Our 
legislators need to put Michiganders before 
profits. Sign our petition to oppose Senate 
Bills 597 & 598: https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy

https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy
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Facebook copy 

A new poll commissioned by the Community 
Mental Health Association of Michigan and 
conducted by third-party EPIC MRA in January 
2022 found that 73% of Michigan voters are 
concerned that high overhead costs of the private 
health insurance companies (double that of the 
public system) will lead to less mental health 
services for those in need. 

Don’t let Senator Shirkey play games with our 
mental health. Sign the petition against Shirkey’s 
money grab for insurance companies: 
https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy

https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy
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Facebook copy
For the past 50 years, the mental health system 
in Michigan has been run and operated by 
county-based government entities to serve 
Michiganders with complex mental health, 
emotional disturbance, intellectual and 
developmental disabilities, and substance use 
disorders. 

Senate Bills 597 & 598 hand these services to 
for-profit health plans not even based in our 
state. Don’t let Senator Shirkey play games with 
our mental health. Sign the petition against 
Shirkey’s money grab for insurance companies: 
https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy

https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy
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Facebook copy 
A new poll commissioned by the Community 
Mental Health Association of Michigan and 
conducted by third-party survey provider EPIC-
MRA found 67% of Michigan voters prefer the 
public mental health system to be managed by 
public entities who specialize in mental health 
care vs. turning the system over to private, for-
profit companies.

Our legislators need to put Michiganders before 
profits. Sign our petition to oppose Senator 
Shirkey’s corrupt bills: 
https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy

https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy
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Facebook copy 
Senate Bills 597 & 598 are dangerous, costly, 
and bad for Michigan residents. The legislation 
under consideration in the Michigan State 
Senate would eliminate the existing Michigan 
public mental health care system and shift $3.5 
billion of these state and federal dollars spent 
annually on this to private for-profit insurance 
companies based in Missouri, California, 
Minnesota, Arizona and Indiana. 

Click the link to sign our petition opposing these 
harmful bills and to learn more. 
https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy

https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy
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Facebook copy
Senator Shirkey wants to eliminate our local 
governance and give mental health care 
decisions to out-of-state based insurance 
companies. The legislation under consideration 
in the Michigan State Senate would eliminate the 
existing Michigan public mental health care 
system and shift $3.5 billion of these state and 
federal dollars spent annually on this to private 
for-profit insurance companies based in 
Missouri, California, Minnesota, Arizona and 
Indiana.

Senate Bills 597 & 598 are bad for Michigan. Sign 
our petition to oppose these bills:
https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy

https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy
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Facebook copy
Michiganders strongly oppose Senate Bills 597 & 
598. Their concerns revolve around the weak track 
record that the private health insurance 
companies have with mental health services and 
the high overhead costs and profit taking of these 
companies. We see the damage of these bills and 
the impact they will have on the health and quality 
of life of the 325,000 Michiganders who have long 
relied on the public mental health system for high-
quality mental health services and support.

Our legislators need to put Michiganders before 
profits. Sign our petition to oppose Senator 
Shirkey’s corrupt 
bills: https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy

https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy
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Facebook copy 
Senate Bills 597 & 598 are harmful to our local 
mental health communities because they put for-
profit companies based outside of Michigan in 
charge. How do these companies know what our 
residents will need if they aren’t based here? 
Learn more about these bills by visiting our 
website: https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy

https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy
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Facebook copy 
For the past 50 years, the mental health system 
in Michigan has been run and operated by 
county-based government entities to serve 
Michiganders with complex mental health, 
emotional disturbance, intellectual and 
developmental disabilities, and substance use 
disorders. 

The study by the Center for Healthcare 
Innovation and Integration found that Michigan’s 
public mental health system has a long tradition 
of high performance. Each year more than 
325,000 Michiganders receive their services and 
care from the Michigan public mental health care 
system.
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Facebook copy 
The National Committee for Quality Assurance 
(NCQA) gave for-profit, health insurance 
companies that provide mental health services 
for treatment of mild-to-moderate mental health 
cases 2.4 out of 5 stars. 

Supporters of the public mental health care 
system are concerned that health insurance 
companies will not be able to provide services 
for adults with severe mental health needs, 
according to this new poll. Additionally, other 
states (such as Iowa) who have selected private 
companies to manage mental health care have 
found they do not provide the same level of care 
or understand the unique needs. 
Visit https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy to learn more 
about the opposition of Senate Bills 597 & 598.

https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy%C2%A0


19

Facebook copy 
A new poll commissioned by the Community 
Mental Health Association of Michigan and 
conducted by third-party survey provider EPIC-
MRA found 67% of Michigan voters prefer the 
public mental health system to be managed by 
public entities who specialize in mental health 
care vs. turning the system over to private, for-
profit companies. Learn more by 
visiting https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy

https://bit.ly/CMHAAdvocacy
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